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OVERVIEW: 

The Future Project is a unique collaboration between scientists, engineers and secondary school students 

designed to inspire and equip the next generation of scientists and engineers required for Australia’s 

continued prosperity. It achieves this by providing students with an opportunity to do something they can’t 

typically do whilst at school – work with and be mentored through research projects guided by leading 

scientists and engineers. 

 

This unique program only accepts a select number of Senior Research Interns each year. Interns are partnered 

with collaborating researchers to gain insight into conducting the latest biomedical, microbiological, 

agricultural, technological, or engineering research. The research is conducted in an industry-standard 

facility at The King’s School’s Senior Campus in North Parramatta. 

 

The skills learned during the program are valuable for life, university, and the workforce. Students in the 

project work as a team, identify a real-world research problem, design and conduct research, teach 

themselves what they need to know, fail, conduct further research and come up with new understandings 

that have the potential for real-world applications. 

 

To date, students involved have come from Baulkham Hills HS, James Ruse Agricultural HS, Cherrybrook 

Technology HS, Cumberland HS, Kellyville HS, Asquith HS, Tara Anglican School for Girls, Sydney Girls 

HS, Loreto Normanhurst, and The King’s School to name a few. The Future Project has had significant 

interest, and we are keen to make places available to other schools/students. 

 

THE FUTURE PROJECT SENIOR PROGRAM:  

Current Year 10 students are invited to apply for a position with The Future Project as a Senior Research 

Intern. 

 

Applicants can be someone other than a top academic student. The best applicants are those who are 

passionate about science or engineering, who are inquisitive, willing to undertake research in their own time, 

take a chance, voice their thoughts, actively participate in all activities, and therefore have a greater level of 

independent work and organisation. 

 

The researchers and teaching staff involved give up their time and put a great deal of effort into the Senior 

Intern Program so that interns can have an enriching experience. We expect the same level of commitment 

from interns in return – even when they are busy. 

 

At times this will mean saying “No” to other activities to meet the expectations of The Future Project. 

We are looking for students with a special set of attributes: 

 

• creative    • growth mindset 

• curious    • independent learner 

• risk-taking    • self-motivated 

• open-minded   • organised 

• responsible and trustworthy • passionate and enthusiastic 

 

 

 



 

 

ROLE DESCRIPTION 

The Senior Intern’s key role is to collaborate with scientists and engineers and participate in their research, 

which aims to solve real-world problems. The goal of an internship is to develop skills in planning and 

conducting appropriate-level research in the areas of biomedicine, agriculture, technology, or engineering. 

Students will work with researchers to develop a research project, conduct literature reviews to develop 

their understanding of that research area, conduct research under the guidance of researchers and prepare 

articles on their findings for publication in an academic journal. Students will also be required to present 

their research at their Graduation and Awards Night. Attendance at holiday research blocks is compulsory.  

 

KEY PERFORMANCE INDICATORS 

Internship 

Interns are required to complete their thesis project within the defined timeframe of the internship 

(generally 11 months across the Year 11 academic year). This includes reading and completing Standard 

Operating Procedures, reading journal articles, and planning, conducting, and writing the thesis project. 

The most curious and passionate interns often contribute the greatest amount of time. 

 

Research Blocks 

Attendance and proactive participation is required. 

 

Journal Article 

You will produce a co-authored journal article in the appropriate style of and suitable for publication in 

relevant science and/or engineering journals. A copy of your journal article will also be published in the 

“Journal of The Future Project”. You will be provided with a strict template for this article, and your 

researcher will guide you in this process. 

 

Communication 

You will also need to collaborate with your researchers and other interns in your group in developing a 

journal article on your research. You may also be asked to make contributions to publications and media 

channels for The King’s School, including KingsNet and other social media outlets. You will be required to 

check emails regularly and respond appropriately in a timely manner. 

 

TIME REQUIREMENTS 

Thesis Project 

Senior Interns are expected to complete a minimum of 20 hours in each of Terms 1, 2 and 3 at times 

mutually convenient with their research supervisors, including time planning, writing, learning laboratory 

skills, and conducting their thesis project. 

 

Time commitment 

Participants are expected to commit to extra time outside normal class time or school hours to complete 

various tasks as relevant to their projects. Normal attendance during school Terms 1, 2 and 3 is between 

~3:30 pm and ~6 pm Wednesday afternoons. There will be two – three holiday research blocks. These 

sessions are compulsory and non-negotiable. 

 

Journal Article 

The culmination of the thesis project and eligibility for graduation from the Future Project is the Journal 

article. This is a lengthy process of drafting, feedback from supervisors, and making amendments. For 

good students, this takes 10+ hours in addition to the time required for the thesis project. 

 



 

 

Graduation and Awards Night: Term 4 

Students present their final research findings to an audience. 

 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONSENT 

Participants may be photographed using both still and video formats. Edited versions of this may be 

posted on the internet or in other publications of collaborating organisations. 

 

HAZARDS, SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT 

Participants will be working within our research laboratory alongside professional scientists and engineers. 

Your child may be handling some hazardous materials. Safety is a major priority at The Future Project, and 

participants will be required to complete safety training, follow the School’s Standard Operating 

Procedures (SOPs) and complete risk assessments, which are then discussed with the student and audited 

by the supervising scientist.   Students will not be allowed to enter the 

research laboratory or perform tasks until they have completed this training. 

 

AWARENESS OF RISK 

There are potentially higher risks associated with student research projects than is usual for a science 

student in a standard school teaching laboratory. We aim to reduce this risk through risk assessment, 

training, standard operating procedures, and supervision. It is important that all participants follow these 

guidelines and the instructions of the staff, including our collaborating scientists. 

 

CONFIDENTIALITY 

Participants must agree to several confidentiality conditions to protect the intellectual property of 

collaborating organisations involved in The Future Project. They are not at liberty to discuss the research in 

detail or reveal information that is deemed proprietary or commercially sensitive. If unsure, participants 

should seek guidance about what level of detail they can reveal to others. 

 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

Students are privileged to have the opportunity to work with leading scientists and engineers on high-level 

research projects. To participate in activities of The Future Project, all participants need to assign to The 

King’s School or participating organisation, if agreed to separately, their rights in any intellectual property 

(other than scholarly works) created by them during their participation in The Future Project activities. 

 

PROVISIONAL PARTICIPATION 

Interns are required to meet the expectations and key performance indicators outlined above, particularly 

the minimum number of hours in Terms 1, 2 and 3, and submission of a satisfactory draft journal article to 

continue participating in The Future Project. Students at risk of not meeting these requirements will be 

advised and provided with an opportunity to rectify the shortfall in performance. 

 

ELIGIBILITY TO GRADUATE FROM THE FUTURE PROJECT 

Interns who do not meet the expectations and key performance indicators outlined above may lose their 

place and be ineligible to graduate from The Future Project Program. 

 

 

  



 

 

SUBMISSION DEADLINES 

A ‘final copy’ journal article is required by the due date for an intern to graduate within that academic 

year. Interns who do not meet this submission deadline must meet the re-submission date to graduate the 

following year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                                        
I ______________________________________ (parent/guardian name) have carefully read and understood  

 

all the information provided and give permission for my child  

 

___________________________________________________ (child’s name) to participate in activities of The 

Future Project. 

  

In providing my consent, I acknowledge the following: 

• There is a potential level of risk associated with this project that is beyond what is usual for a school-

age student.  

• I am confident that my child has the maturity and self-discipline to behave in a safe manner in this 

environment. 

• My child will be required to respect the confidentiality of intellectual property of partner organisations 

as directed by the appropriate staff in The Future Project. 

• I am aware that my child may be working in proximity with personnel from partner organisations who 

hold relevant working with children checks. 

• I am aware that the school holiday time commitment is compulsory.  Please initial here:                . 

• I am aware there are some costs associated, as outlined in this document 

 

I/we authorise The Future Project (TFP) and its partner organisations to publish the photographs or video 

taken of my child, including their name, for use in printed publications, videos and on authorised Web sites. 

As their participation is voluntary, I/we understand they will receive no financial compensation, and any 

media produced confers no rights of ownership. 

I/we hereby assign to The Council of The King’s School all rights, title and interest in any intellectual property 

(including present and future copyright, trademarks, designs, know-how, patent rights and confidential 

information) created by my child, either alone or in collaboration with others while involved in activities of 

TFP. 

The above assignment excludes scholarly works produced by your child during their participation in 

activities of TFP. 

 

Signed: _____________________________________ (also initial clause above)   Dated: ______ / ______ / 

______ 

 

STUDENT CONSENT 

I have carefully read and understood all the information provided and agree to comply with the 

expectations, specifically: 

• Exercising a very high level of care and concentration in the lab and actively conforming with all safety 

training and guidelines. 

• Catching up on any classes missed, including taking responsibility for confirming what work has been 

set, recording work done and homework that has been set. 

PARENT / GUARDIAN & STUDENT INFORMED 

CONSENT 
 



 

 

• Completing tasks as required in my own time as needed to meet deadlines appropriate to the chosen 

activity of (TFP). 

• Reading scientific papers and information relevant to the Project as directed. 

• Respecting the confidentiality of intellectual property of partner organisations as directed by the 

appropriate personnel. 

• I am aware that the entire school holiday time commitment is compulsory. Please initial here:

                . 

 

I am confident that I have the maturity and self-discipline to behave in a safe manner in this environment 

and fulfil my commitments to (TFP). 

 

I authorise TFP and its partner organisations to publish the photographs or video taken of me as stipulated 

above. 

 

I hereby assign to The Council of The King’s School all rights, title and interest in any intellectual property 

(including present and future copyright, trademarks, designs, know-how, patent rights and confidential 

information) created by me, either alone or in collaboration with others while involved in activities of TFP. 

 

The above assignment excludes scholarly works produced by me during my participation in activities of 

TFP. 

 

Signed: _________________________(also initial clause above)              Dated: ______ / ______ / ____ 

 
 

Student Name  

Student Mobile number  

Student email address  

Student High School Name  

 

 Parent / Guardian 1 Parent / Guardian 2 

Name   

Salutation   

Mobile phone    

Home phone    

CONTACT AND MEDICAL INFORMATION  



 

 

Address  

 

 

 

 

 

 Emergency contact person 

Name  

Mobile phone  

Home phone  

Address  

 

 

 

Please detail any medical conditions that are relevant to our care of your child. 

  

  

 

 

Please detail any known allergies.  

 

 

 

All adults associated with your child in this project have undergone appropriate working with children 

checks. Collaborating researchers will have access to this information solely for the purposes of their duty of 

care. 

 

Signed: ______________________________  Date: ____________   

 

Print Name: ______________________________ 

 

 

 

Please submit the consent form by 3:30 pm Monday 5 December 2022 via email to rmannah@kings.edu.au 

 

 

mailto:rmannah@kings.edu.au

